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Four Red Stars awarded to Hand Picked’s Buxted Park Hotel and Rhinefield House Hotel 
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Hand Picked Hotels has been awarded the AA’s high accolade of four Red Stars for Buxted Park Hotel, Ashdown Forest, East Sussex, and for Rhinefield House Hotel, Brockenhurst, Hampshire.

The AA announced the new Red Stars today (26 September) at a ceremony in London. Eight of the 17 hotels in the Hand Picked Hotels collection now have the prestigious Red Star status, placing them in the top 200 hotels in the UK and Ireland..

A citation from the AA stated:  
” The AA identifies the highest performing hotels in Britain and Ireland as the AA Inspectors' Choice, denoted by Red Stars. This is the AA's supreme accolade, used to recognise hotels that stand out as the very best, regardless of size or style. It is my great pleasure to advise you that Buxted Park Hotel and Rhinefield House Hotel have won AA Inspectors' Choice/four Red Stars for 2011-2012.”
Julia Hands, Chairman and Chief Executive of Hand Picked Hotels, said: “This is the highest endorsement from the AA for Buxted Park Hotel and Rhinefield House Hotel and we are delighted that we now have eight hotels among the top 200 hotels in the UK.  Hand Picked Hotels is a collection yet each hotel is highly individual. The common thread is the emphasis we place on outstanding quality and service and the latest awards of Red Stars reflect this commitment.”
Buxted Park Hotel offers a two AA rosette fine dining restaurant, an outstanding wedding venue and first-class meeting facilities.
Built in 1722 by Sir Thomas Medley, Buxted Park’s history is as colourful as it is long. Over the years, the house has played host to society’s movers and shakers including William Wordsworth, Winston Churchill and Marlon Brando. Buxted Park is set in 312 acres of private grounds and parkland, which includes three large lakes, a deer park and a walled garden. It has 44 luxurious bedrooms and magnificent reception rooms. 
(Quote for Sussex/Kent regional version) Russell Lines, General Manager of Buxted Park Hotel, said: “The team at Buxted Park are passionate about providing the very best experience for our guests and we are delighted that our efforts have been recognised.  Buxted Park is a very special hotel and being placed in the top 200  in the UK is a wonderful tribute to everyone here and to the support we receive from the head office team at Hand Picked Hotels.
Built in 1887, Rhinefield House Hotel is set among towering pine trees in 40 acres of grounds in the New Forest National Park, Hampshire, a splendid Gothic mansion, with stunning interiors. Rhinefield House offers a 2 AA Rosette fine dining restaurant and a more informal Grill restaurant, 50 bedrooms, an outdoor pool, plus a small indoor leisure facility and pool, with excellent facilities for leisure breaks, weddings and meetings and conferences. The Great House designed by architects Romaine-Walker and Tanner of London, incorporates a mixture of styles, both externally and internally, reflecting the personal tastes which its owners, the Walker-Munros, acquired in their travels. Thus Tudor combines with Gothic architecture, while inside, the Grand Hall has many features of the Westminster Hall and the master’s smoking room reproduces the splendour of the Alhambra Palace in Granada. 
(Quote for Hampshire regional version)Jonathan Owen, General Manager of Rhinefield House Hotel, said: “The Red Stars award is a wonderful tribute to the team at Rhinefield House, who are all passionate about providing the very best experience for our guests and we are delighted that our efforts have been recognised.”
The Hand Picked Hotels collection is in outstanding locations across the UK. The hotels are renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in relaxing surroundings.   The hotels are all architecturally splendid former private country houses with fascinating histories, mainly built in the 18th and 19th centuries to enable their owners to entertain guests on a grand scale -  including royalty, prime ministers, captains of industry, writers and film stars.  The hotels range from mediaeval, to Georgian Palladian, from rural manor house to stately Edwardian grandeur, representing centuries of hospitality. Today, the hotels offer the opportunity to experience the indulgence of a country house visit without needing to be on an exclusive guest list.
www.handpickedhotels.co.uk 

For further press information or images, please contact Marion Hardman at Four Communications on 020 3023 9030 or hph@fourcommunications.com 

Notes to editors:

About Hand Picked Hotels
The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 17 hotels across the UK, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine. 15 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status and one hotel, Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh, has achieved three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Eight hotels have achieved red star status and are among the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 
