 

 
 
HAND PICKED HOTELS' NORTON HOUSE HOTEL & SPA AWARDED FOUR RED STAR RATING 
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19 October 2010: Norton House Hotel & Spa in Ingliston, Edinburgh, part of the Hand Picked Hotels collection, has won the prestigious four red star hotel rating. 
 
Each year, the AA selects the best hotels in each star category as part of their hotel recognition scheme. The selected Inspectors' Choice hotels are identified by red stars which means that Norton House Hotel & Spa has been chosen as one of the best four star country house hotels in the UK. The AA assesses establishments that offer accommodation to a set of common quality standards. These standards are agreed by the AA and the UK tourist authorities: VisitBritain, VisitScotland and Visit Wales. There are five hotel categories - Hotel, Country House Hotel, Small Hotel, Town House Hotel and Metro Hotel.
 
Standing in 55 acres of land, Norton House Hotel & Spa provides the ideal setting for a countryside escape.  The Victorian mansion was refurbished in January 2008, embracing its original country house identity without compromising on comfort, style or the latest modern amenities. Guest rooms have been refurbished to the highest standards, including beautifully furnished and decorated executive rooms and suites complete with widescreen TV, DVD and CD players and high speed internet access. Norton House offers a range of accommodation, all en suite, from just £109 per night including breakfast, as well as spacious public areas, two restaurants and a luxury spa and health club.
 
Superb food is at the heart of the three AA Rosettes Ushers Restaurant, which focuses on using the finest of Scotland's specialist produce and local ingredients. For a more relaxed meal, the Brasserie offers a more lively and informal atmosphere. The spa includes an 18m swimming pool, hydrotherapy pool, traditional sauna and fitness room. 
 
Julia Hands, Chairman and Chief Executive, said: “We are delighted with this achievement for Hand Picked Hotels. Six properties in the collection have been recognised for their excellence with red star status with Norton House Hotel & Spa the latest addition to this exclusive group. AA red stars exemplify the hospitality, service and value that we are so proud of at Hand Picked Hotels.” 
 

Located only 20 minutes from Edinburgh city centre and ten minutes from Edinburgh Airport, the hotel offers a perfect escape for people seeking a short break with fine dining, fitness and spa to unwind and its unrivalled, relaxing atmosphere.
 
For more information on Hand Picked Hotels, contact 0845 458 0904 or visit www.handpickedhotels.co.uk
 
- Ends-
 Notes to editors
For further press information or images please contact the Hand Picked press office at Four Communications hph@fourcommunications.com or telephone +44 (0)870 626 9953. 
About Hand Picked Hotels
The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 18 hotels across the UK, including one partner hotel, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 15 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Six hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 
 
 
 

 
